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The first full-scale deployment of chemical
warfare agents was during World War I,
originating in the Second Battle of Ypres, April 22,
1915 , when the Germans attacked French ,
Canadian and Algerian troops with chlorine gas.
Mustard gas, also called Yperite from the name of
this city, was used for the first time near Ieper in the
autumn of 1917.

A total 124,000 tons of pulmonary, lachrymatory,
and vesicant agents were deployed by both sides of
the conflict , including chlorine , phosgene and
mustard gas. Official figures declare that about
1,176,500 non-fatal casualties and 85,000 fatal ca-
sualties were directly caused by chemical warfare
agents during the course of World War 1.

Ieper is currently known as a city of peace with an
excellent museum (in Flanders field museum)
dedicated to showing the horrors of WWI and the
first gas attacks during that bloody war.
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